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Exercise 4

12 Read the article about becoming an astronaut.
Write a summary about the requirements for becoming an astronaut.

Your summary should be about 100 words long (and no more than 120 words long). You
should use your own words as far as possible.

You will receive up to 8 marks for the content of your summary, and up to 8 marks for the style and
accuracy of your language.

How to become an astronaut

Becoming an astronaut is a dream that many people have had since childhood. It can be very difficult
to meet even the basic requirements, which makes it a hard job to get, but it’s also one of the most
exciting and rewarding things that anyone can do.

If you decide to apply and happen to be rejected the first time, all is not lost. One astronaut applied
fourteen times to the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) before he was accepted.
\ | The high level of motivation he showed by applying a fifteenth time was one of the key qualities NASA
wanted, making him just the kind of person they were looking for!

Many people think that astronaut applicants must come from a military background, for example
from the army or the air force. However, many successful applications now come from those with a
non-military career. No matter what background applicants may have, they need at least a first degree
"Z'| in a relevant subject, like engineering. Many astronauts have a higher degree intheir field of study,
such as a'master’s or a doctorate, but this is not vital. However, space agencies will always look for
\ someone who can demonstrate they have a love of learning.

It takes more than education to be selected as an astronaut, however. NASA, for example, wants at
Ieast three years of professional experience in a related field. B
—>| Candidates must also pass a series of demanding physical tests. Regular checks will be made on every
potential astronaut’s blood pressure, so this cannot be too high. Perfect eyesight, either naturally or
u | with corrective lenses such as glasses, is hugely important — your own life, and the lives of other crew
| members will rely on your vision. Also, given that a lot of the tasks astronauts have to carry out when
in space are manual in nature, anyone hoping to become one of the few people who make it into space
\.\ will need to be very good with their hands.

I
There are no specific age restrictions and astronauts selected in the past have ranged between the ages
of 25 and 46, with the average being in the mid-thirties. What is specified though is that you must be
within the minimum and maxlmum he:ghts, and these differ according to the space agency you wish to
apply to——————"—"""""~

AN

A typical space mission on the International Space Station these days lasts for around six months. Some
L\ astronauts even stay for as long as a year. The ability to work as a team member is therefore of high
importance as, during this time, astronauts live in close contact witha crew of up to five other people.

So if you still think you have everything you need to become an astronaut, what are you waiting for?
After all, for an astronaut, the sky’s the limit!
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13 When you were on your way home from school recently, you saw someone who needed some
help. You decided to help.

Write an email to a friend about what happened.
In your email, you should:
* explain why the person needed some help
* describe how you helped them

* say what the person did later to thank you.

The pictures above may give you some ideas, and you can also use some ideas of your own.

Your email should be between 150 and 200 words long.

You will receive up to 8 marks for the content of your email, and up to 8 marks for the language
used.
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Exercise 6

14 Your class has been discussing whether receiving prizes for doing well at school is a good idea.

Here are two comments from your classmates:

@vewone has the sa@
There are better ways of getting stud@

Write an article for your teacher, giving your views.

The comments above may give you some ideas, and you can also use some ideas of your own.
Your article should be between 150 and 200 words long.

You will receive up to 8 marks for the content of your article, and up to 8 marks for the language
used.
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-A better introduction which addresses the topic more effectively within context
| could have been written

| Language:

' -Avoid simple mistakes

| -Use more advanced and less common vocabulary
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